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Ring in the Holidays with Christkindlmarkt
We’re putting a new spin on a beloved holiday 

event this year and you don’t want to miss it. 
Join us on Saturday, December 2nd from 

2:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. for the Shawnee Sister Cities 
Christkindlmarkt. This was formerly known as Christmas 
Around Town. But don’t worry! We’re going to have 
almost all of your favorite activities from that event and 
much more. 
 Shawnee’s own KCTV5 Meteorologist Gary Amble 
will be our emcee for the event as downtown transforms 
into a Winter Wonderland. Bundle the kids up and bring 
them out to City Hall to check out a packed lineup of live 
entertainment including The Scandinavian Folk Dancers 
of Kansas City, the Shawnee Mission Northwest High 
School Dance Team, German dance group Blautaler 
Schuhplattler of Kansas City, Elaine Fox Vocal Studio, 
the Kansas City Homeschool Choir, the Driscoll School 
of Irish Dance and Nallia’s School of Dance. 

 Kids can get crafty and try their hand at building a 
toy wooden truck or take part in the fruit cake race while 
their parents sample spiced wine and gingerbread. And 
of course Santa Claus himself will be inside City Hall 
just waiting to hear your child’s Christmas wishes. After 
that, hop on the holiday trolley to explore downtown 
Shawnee. Businesses will have even more fun activities 
including food trucks, sing-alongs with carolers, LIVE 
REINDEER and more! Make sure your little ones 
bring along their favorite doll or stuffed animal to get 
a free holiday check-up from doctors and elves at the 
Doll Cradle along with a free item of clothing! After 
your trolley tour, make your way back to City Hall at 
5:00 p.m. where Santa and Mrs. Claus will join Mayor 
Michelle Distler to present the Mayor’s Christmas Tree 
Fund check to the Shawnee Storm Special Olympics 
and Shawnee Community Services. We’ll cap off the 
night by lighting the Mayor’s Christmas Tree! We are 
looking forward to seeing you and your family there as 
the holiday season gets in full swing.
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A GOOD WORD FROM

Dear Residents,
 The hustle and bustle of the holiday season is upon us. It is a time of family and friends 
coming together to celebrate. But it can also be a time of stress with so many places to go 
and so much to do. I urge you to try to focus on what is truly most important this holiday 
season. Focus on your family and your friends and focus on those in our community who 
need help the most. 
 You can help in many different ways. You can volunteer your time, give things 
like clothing or food, or you can choose to donate money to give that added boost to 
organizations that help others. The Mayor's Christmas Tree Fund does just that and the 
money will go to help two local organizations that help hundreds of Shawnee residents.
The Shawnee Storm Special Olympics is an organization near and dear to my heart. I have 
volunteered for the Special Olympics for years and to see the sheer joy on the faces of the 
athletes who participate is unforgettable. The Shawnee Storm works year-round to take 
part in sports training and athletic competition for both children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. These competitions and programs not only help the athletes physically, but 
also mentally as they work towards achieving a major goal.
	 The	second	organization	that	will	benefit	from	the	Mayor’s	Christmas	Tree	Fund	is	
Shawnee Community Services. If you want to see a place that helps people every single 
day, step inside the building near 67th and Nieman. Shawnee Community Services is a 
food pantry that also provides free clothing and shoes and household items for a minimal 
cost. The organization has been serving Shawnee and the entire metro since 1982. They 
operate	with	a	small	but	fiercely	loyal	staff	and	a	huge	band	of	passionate	volunteers.	On	
average, nearly 400 homes get pantry boxes from Shawnee Community Services every 
month.	A	whopping	185	homes	benefit	DAILY	from	the	free	bakery	and	produce	items	
that are available at the pantry.
 We are also collecting donations of coats and toys for the Johnson County Christmas 
Bureau. The organization works to help low-income families who need a hand up during 
the	holiday	season.	You	can	find	collection	bins	in	most	of	our	City	buildings	including	
City Hall, Civic Centre, Municipal Court, Fire Headquarters and the Police Department. 
The Mayor’s Christmas Tree will be the centerpiece at Shawnee’s Christkindlmarkt on 
December 2, 2017. I will have a check presentation there but we will still be collecting 
donations through the end of the year. You can go to cityofshawnee.org or call City Hall 
at (913) 742-6251 for more information on how you can help.
 Most importantly, I hope you all are able to take time this holiday season to be thankful 
for family, loved ones, friends and for this great City and community.

Happy Holidays,

Michelle Distler
Mayor

Mayor Michelle Distler



Citizens Guide to Snow Removal
A snapshot of what it takes to keep Shawnee safe during a winter storm.

Public works crews first focus on collector and arterial roads which have the 
highest amount of traffic. Crews then begin working through neighborhoods 
to help clear residential streets.

How are streets prioritized?

Questions about the snow removal program? 
Call the Public Works Snow Operations Hotline:742-6097

What can you do to help?
Don't park your vehicles in the street.

Place items, such as basketball goals, at least 10 feet back from the street.

When shoveling snow, don't put it back into the street.

Teach children to stay away from the street when snow removal is taking place.

7,500
tons

Amount of salt the City has 
available for road treatment 2,352

lane miles

Plowed by Public Works 
during a winter storm

31 Used for snow/ice removal including plows, 
front loaders, and backhoes

22On each shift working to 
clear City roads

Pieces of equipment

Drivers 12
Hours

The length of each 
shift for drivers 
clearing the roads

that is like driving to New York City and back!
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 The City offers refunds to eligible senior citizens on 
the franchise tax charged on the previous year’s residential 
telephone bills. Senior citizens who turned 62 on or before 
January 1, and lived in the City from January 1 to December 
31 of the rebate year, are eligible for the rebate. 
 Refunds are processed from January 1 to April 30. 
Qualifying residents may bring proof of age and copies 
of each telephone bill from the rebate year that shows the 
"Special	Municipal	 Charge"	 to	 the	City	Clerk's	 office	 at	
City Hall. Application forms are not required. Residents 
who did not save all their bills can apply for a partial rebate 
for those months for which they do have their bills, if they 
can show proof of residency from January 1 to December 
31 of the rebate year. Refunds take approximately 4 to 6 
weeks to process.
 The rebate is only valid on a traditional land line phone 
service and do not apply to phone lines that use a VoIP 
data system where no Franchise Fee is charged. Residents 
who have questions about rebates should contact the City 
Clerk's	Office	at	742-6014	or	stop	by	City	Hall	between	the	
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

 Eligible Shawnee residents may apply quarterly 
for a refund of the franchise fee paid on gas and 
electricity bills and the Stormwater Utility Fee 
paid on the property tax bill. The franchise fees 
may	be	 identified	on	monthly	gas	and	electric	bills	
as “Shawnee Franchise Fee,” “Franchise Fee,” or 
“Special Municipal Charge.” Franchise fees for 
Kansas Gas Service, Atmos Gas, Western Resources, 
and Kansas City Power and Light are 5%. The 
Stormwater Utility Fee is itemized on the property 
tax bill and is $72 per year. 
 Eligible residents are those who have a "Very 
Low	Income,"	as	defined	by	the	U.S.	Department	of	
Urban Housing Development (HUD) guidelines for 
the Johnson County Area Median Family Income. 
Residents who have questions about rebates should 
contact	the	City	Clerk's	Office	at	742-6014	or	stop	by	
City Hall between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Low Income Rebates

 If you are looking for a safe place to exchange an item you’ve bought or sold online, we have good news. The 
Shawnee Police Department now has two permanent parking spots dedicated for internet purchase exchanges. The 
bright green parking spots are clearly marked with signs at the Police Department at 5850 Renner Road. 
It is important to note the following items when using this Location:

• The location is video monitored 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
• The parking spots are always being recorded but that doesn’t necessarily mean a person is constantly watching 

the video feed.
• If a person using the Internet purchase exchange parking and ends up needing police, they need to call 911 or go 

inside the Police Department lobby
• People are also welcome to use the Police Department lobby to make exchanges. It is open 24 hours a day, 365 

days a year.

Senior Citizen Rebates

Internet Exchange Parking Spots
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 If you’re looking for a home in Johnson County, 
there’s about a two-month supply of homes for 
residents. Due to strong demand, residential property 
values continue to rise. In 2017, 95% of residential real 
estate values increased. 
	 The	 Johnson	 County	 Appraiser’s	 Office	 formed	
the Residential Reappraisal Advisory Committee in 
August 2017. The purpose of this committee comprised 
of realtors, lenders and fee appraisers is to advise the 
county of current residential market trends. 
 The appraiser's responsibility is to value property 
at fair market value; the price it would bring on an 
open, competitive market. In order to arrive at that 
value, county staff review sales activity.
 By March 1, residents will receive a Notice of 
Appraised Value. If a homeowner disagrees with the 
valuation,	he	or	she	has	30	days	to	file	an	appeal	with	
the county. This hearing is an informal conversation 
about the property. For more information, visit  
www.jocogov.org/appraiser. 

 The holiday season is a time for families and friends to 
come together and celebrate. But the holiday season also 
brings	a	greater	risk	of	home	fires,	the	Fire	Department	
would like to offer tips to prevent that from happening.
• Choose	holiday	decorations	that	are	flame	resistant	or	

flame	retardant
• Never leave lit candles unattended
• Replace any string of lights that have worn or broken 

cords or loose bulb connections
• Keep lighters and matches away from children
• Stay in the kitchen when cooking 
• Check the smoke alarms before family and friends 

gather to celebrate the holidays
 If you or your family need help checking your 
smoke alarms or have any questions, please call the Fire 
Department at 631-1080.

Want to Serve on a City Board or Commission?
 The City is seeking volunteers to serve on our committees, boards and commissions. These groups serve as 
important advisory boards to the City Council and provide an opportunity for residents to become more involved in 
the community.
 Several committees, boards and commissions have immediate openings or terms that will expire, but letters 
of interest and resumes are accepted on an ongoing basis. Current members may or may not be interested in being 
reappointed. The City likes to have representation from all areas and, in some instances, the geographic area you 
reside	in	may	be	a	qualification	for	serving.
 Each of the committees, boards and commissions meet with different frequencies. A description of each of the 
City’s committees, boards and commissions can be found online at www.cityofshawnee.org.
	 If	 interested,	please	 submit	a	 resume,	 letter	of	 interest	 and	qualifications	electronically	or	by	mail,	 indicating	
which	board(s)	and/or	commission(s)	you	are	interested	in	serving	to	egriffith@cityofshawnee.org	or	mail	to:

Mayor’s	Office	-	Shawnee	City	Hall
11110 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, KS 66203

Home Property Values

Safe Holiday Celebrations



 Join Mayor Michelle Distler on the third Thursday 
morning of each month at 8:00 a.m. for a cup of coffee 
and discussion about what's going on in the City. 
Mayor Distler will provide an update on City news 
and take questions from residents.
 Third Thursdays will take place at the Shawnee 
Civic Centre (13817 Johnson Drive) and is open to all 
Shawnee residents. There is no charge to attend and 
coffee will be provided.

 Want to see cute videos of local kids testing out our 
local parks? How about pictures of new restaurants, 
stores and buildings going up?
 If you want to stay up to the minute on everything 
shaking in Shawnee, stay social with us!
 Follow the City of Shawnee on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Nextdoor and YouTube!

Stay Social With Shawnee

New Website Coming!
 The City’s website, www.cityofshawnee.org, is 
about to get a brand new look and we can’t wait for 
you to check it out. It will look completely different 
than our current site and will feature more images 
and an easy-to-use format for everyone visiting the 
new website. Be on the lookout for the big debut in 
mid-December!

Shawnee CityRide
 Do you know a Shawnee resident who is disabled 
or is 65 or older? If so, the City offers a transportation 
program called CityRide. It is a partnership between 
the City, 10/10 Taxi, and zTrip where eligible riders 
can purchase 10 one-way trips per month for $2 per 
trip. Riders can go anywhere in the City limits and to 
the Shawnee Mission Hospital Complex, the Johnson 
County Transit Center in downtown Mission, or the 
Irene French Community Center in Merriam. Riders 
can also take up to three additional riders for no extra 
cost.	 Contact	 the	 City	 Clerk’s	 Office	 at	 742-6014	 to	
sign-up and purchase rides.

$2.00 One Way - Available 24/7

 The City is proud to share that we now have a 
volunteer program called Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 
The goal of this program is to match homeowners in 
Shawnee who need help maintaining their home with 
volunteers who are willing to lend a helpful hand. We’d 
love to hear from anyone needing help and also from 
people who would like to volunteer to help those in 
need! For more information, visit www.cityofshawnee.
org	or	email	Elizabeth	Griffith,	Volunteer	Coordinator	
at	egriffith@cityofshawnee.org.

neighbors helping neighbors 

®
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December
2 Christkindlmarkt - 2:00 p.m.
4 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
5 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
7 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
 Quarterly Q&A - 7:00 p.m.
11 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
18 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
21 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
25	 Christmas	Holiday	-	City	Offices	Closed
26 City Council - 7:00 p.m. - CANCELLED 

January
1 New	Year's	Holiday	-	City	Offices	Closed
2 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
3  Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
4 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m
8 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Day	-	City	Offices	Closed
17 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
18 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m. 
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
22 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

February
1 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m
5 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
6 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
12 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m. 
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
19 Presidents'	Day	-	City	Offices	Closed
21 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
22 Downtown Partnership Mtg - 6:00 p.m.
26 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

March
1 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m
5 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
6 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
11 St. Patrick's Parade - 1:00 p.m.
11 Heroes Pull - 2:30 p.m.
11 Duck Race - 4:30 p.m.
12 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m. 
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
19 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
26 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

Wondering where to take your Christmas Tree after 
the holidays? Each year Johnson County Parks and 

Recreation District (JCPRD) collects natural Christmas trees 
from late December through mid-January. Recycling helps 
the environment and JCPRD will help you do your part - for 
FREE. The drop-off sites are the parking lots of the Theatre 
in the Park, Heritage Park Marina, and Kill Creek Park 
Marina. Only natural Christmas trees, please. No yard waste. 
For more information call JCPRD at 888-4713. 

 Many of your neighbors use public sidewalks to exercise, 
go to school, or access local stores or services. People 
with disabilities rely on them to take care of their day to 
day	activities.	Snow	and	ice	can	make	a	sidewalk	difficult	
or treacherous to use and pedestrians, including children, 
sometimes resort to walking in the street to reach their 
destinations. 
  As a reminder, the owner and/or occupant of a property 
adjacent to a public sidewalk is required to remove snow or 
ice from the abutting sidewalk within 48 hours after it has 
stopped falling. Thank you for your efforts and hard work in 
keeping the public sidewalks clear and safe for our citizens.
 If you have questions about snow and ice removal on 
sidewalks, contact our Codes Division at 742-6010.

Sidewalk Snow Shoveling

Christmas Tree Recycling
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Any individual requiring an accommodation to participate 
in a public meeting should contact the Deputy City 
Manager at 742-6242 or call the Kansas Relay Center,  
1-800-766-3777 at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled 
meeting time (if possible) to make arrangements.

Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6014
Car Tags 715-2600
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Development Services 742-6012
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 742-6096
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6900
Pavement 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2155
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Program Information Line 815-2122
Planning 742-6011
Public Works 742-6008
Purchasing 742-6015
Recycling Questions 742-6243
Road Construction 742-6008
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6226
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic	Tickets	 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014

Mayor 
Michelle	Distler	 634-5883	 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Dan	Pflumm	 631-6203	 dpflumm@cityofshawnee.org
Jim	Neighbor	 268-9061	 jneighbor@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike	Kemmling		667-9888	 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric	Jenkins	 669-1076	 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Jeff	Vaught	 299-4404	 jvaught@cityofshawnee.org
Stephanie	Meyer	 626-5916	 smeyer@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Mickey	Sandifer	 268-5348	 msandifer@cityofshawnee.org
Brandon	Kenig	 548-3297	 bkenig@cityofshawnee.org

 The CityLine,	 an	 official	 publication	 of	 the	 City	 of	
Shawnee, Kansas, is published four times a year and 
mailed to residents in Shawnee under the direction of 
the Communications Manager. Readers' comments are 
encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager 
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

 This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about the City of Shawnee, are available on our 
website at www.cityofshawnee.org.


